




The Ongoing Moment: Recent Acquisitions of Photography at the Loeb 

The works on view in The Ongoing Moment demonstrate photography's usefulness in a 

variety of teaching contexts. The exhibition's curators intentionally combined different 

styles and modes of expression to encourage connections between works that might 

not be readily apparent. The variety of images selected convey the diversity of human 

experiences and perspectives. Brier says: "The concept of using photography to extend 

time and tell a story, and to picture connections between history and the present, is one 

that we hope will be widely resonant for students, Vassar courses, and our local 

communities." 

The exhibition's title comes from a 2005 book by the art historian and critic Geoff Dyer, 

in which he proposes that every photograph is part of a longer, larger narrative. Similar 

visual tropes are repeated in photography throughout history, a reminder that images 

become part of shared consciousness and collective experience.  Dyer's title refers to 

what photojournalist Henri Cartier-Bresson called "the decisive moment," the ability of a 

photograph to capture a particular moment in time. The photographs on view in The 

Ongoing Moment are from the 1950s to the present, yet they do not simply represent 

single moments frozen in time. The exhibition demonstrates how we can use 

photography of the past in order to better understand the present. Just as the 

photographs in the exhibition stand in for personal and historical narratives, our present 

moment is a part of an ongoing history. Brier says, "These photographs demonstrate 

the power of images to create, uphold, or shatter stereotypes. They remind us of the 

gap between what we assume and what we experience. Looking at this selection of 

photographs prompts us to consider the differences between selfrepresentation and 

outsider perspectives in picturing the experiences of women, families, communities of 

color, and unhoused people. Thinking deeply about what perspective a photograph 

offers, and why, is crucially important to navigating our world today." 
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